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28 June 2010

AN EXCELLENT DAY FOR ALL

Despite a worrying few drops of rain before the parade set off everyone kept dry and the clouds cleared by mid afternoon to ensure that the carnival was a wonderful fun day especially for the many children who took part. With a record number of school entries,  the parade was long and full of children (and adults) all enjoying the experience.

Michele Smallshaw, Chairperson of the Carnival Committee expressed her delight at the way the day turned out and the complete success of the Carnival. She said: 'After the poor performance of the England team the night before I was really proud to lead out a winning team and to see the top class performance by so many local people whether in the parade or simply supporting the efforts of the participants. I would personally like to thanks the many people who played a part in mounting yet another successful carnival.  Apart from the members of the Committee there are so many other people who voluntarily help out behind the scenes and without that help it would be hard to produce such a successful day.'

The colourfull parade took more than half an hour to wend its way through the town centre and into the Bridge End showground. In addition to the many floats and walking groups, the parade included several quality bands providing the carnival atmosphere. When the parade entered the Showground

thousands of spectators followed them into the field where the many stalls, children rides and fun activities were kept busy until late in the afternoon.

PRIZEWINNERS

All the parade entries were judged before they set off and the results are attached. In addition, spectators were asked to vote for their favourite float or walking group and the Keith Wilkinson Memorial Trophy for the one which attracted most votes was won by Ashfield School for their  

interpretation of the books by Roald Dahl.

FUND RAISING

Three local organisations will benefit from the days activities and they are:

Otley Museum, Otley Methodist Church and Otley 2nd Scouts.

The amount they will each receive will be announced at the Carnival Committee's Annual General Meeting on the 15th July after the Treasurer has sorted out the incoming and outgoing funds.

One thing we can say is that the street collection during the parade and at the entrance to the field raised a magnificent £1,436.18.

ENDS

For further information contact Michele Smallshaw on 01943-466774

