OTLEY COUNCIL OP CHRISTIAN CHURCHES
CALL TO THE NORTH 1975
Notes on the Council's meeting held on Monday 26th June 1972.
1. The Call to the North.. This is not a mission with its traditional set limitations of time, method and purpose. It is an attempt to present what is currently called "the on-going mission of the Church" to our non-worshipping neighbours. There is a build up of preparation and a launching time. There will, no doubt, emerge various stages in the programme as it develops, but there is no end envisaged to it.
2. What is new about this is not the activity itself but that we are undertaking it ecumenically, as together being the Church.
3. This is not intended to be a grand campaign with hugh central meetings addressed by crowd-pulling speakers. The local Christians in each area are seen as being responsible for determining the shape, content method, and all other details of what they see they must do to further the Church's mission in their own area.
Our meeting drew up a time-table spanning the period October 72 - May 73
PREPARATION MEETINGS
October 1972 either 6th or 13th a meeting for members of the churches, when the Rev. E.N. Patey, Dean of Liverpool, or Rev. W. Walker Lee, Chairman of the Leeds Methodist District, would be invited to speak. The theme "Jesus for a modern age".
HOUSE GROUPS
This meeting would be followed by house-group meetings, to be held at weekly/or convenient intervals. On the fourth week the invited speaker would return to carry the preparation work a step further. At the initial meeting its expected themes, subjects and questions would 'be set' to be discussed by the house-groups.
PRAYER
These groups could form the basis of the prayer groups, and Bible study groups (Market Gospel being the Gospel for distribution in the town).

GOSPEL DISTRIBUTION TO THE TOWN
Distribution of a copy of St. Mark's Gospel to every home in Otley.
It would seem to be an advantage if the distribution could be by two people from different churches. Some would be prepared to face the challenge of distributing in their own neighbourhood, others might help in visiting away from their own street and community.
It was agreed that to keep the value of the 'contact' the number of homes to be visited per person should be kept as low as possible.
It was suggested 6,000 copies of the Gospel would be required, and nearly 300 distributors.
The distribution should be in March 1973 so as to avoid the Christian Aid coverage of the town.

APRIL 1973
The churches to be asked to finance the project through their current accounts to avoid 'special efforts' being necessary.
Easter Week. Suggestions
1. The drama production to be held as in the past two years in the Congregational Church. This would be on Wednesday evening.
2. On the Saturday before Palm Sunday, during the morning groups of musicians (Salvation Army, Young People Guitar Groups) make music in the streets, with sandwich-boards to high-light the coining weeks events.
3. Public meeting or meetings to be held on 'neutral ground' at either the Civic Centre or North Parade School.
4. Evening of “Any Questions” or a “Forum”. The questions to be handed in and answered by prominent Christians. The questions to include those asked to our visitors during the Gospel distribution.
Other suggestions made:-
Circulation of a Prayer Leaflet for the use of the member congregations 

Prayer group meetings
A "Fountains' Abbey (P.N.D.)" style service and witness to be held in.the early summer.
The meeting to continue the discussion begun above, will be held on MONDAY, 24th JULY in the Congregation Church Parlour.

Stuart Marsden
Jeffrey Sharp
IMPORTANT
The notes are for the use of members of the Council of Churches as information for our next meeting. They are not Minutes, or an account of agreed proposals.
They are offered so that 'we can begin where we left off' without going over the same ground again, when we meet on the 24th July at 7.45 p.m.
